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THE HARRISON ANTINARCOTIC LAW. 

UNITED STATES COURT DECIDES THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO HAVE 
POSSESSION OF HABIT-FORMING DRUGS EXCEPT AS SPECIFICALLY ALLOWED BY 
THE LAW. 

Section 8 of the Harrison antinarcotio law provides that "It shall 
be unlawful for any person not registered under the provisions of 
this act, and who has not paid the special tax provided for by this 
act, to have in his possession or under his control any of the afore- 
said drugs." This section does not apply to employees of persons 
registered, to nurses, to persons for whom the drugs have been pre- 
scribed, and to certain officers. 

The meaning of this section has been considered by several United 
States district courts. Most of these have taken the view that the 
section applies only to persons required to register under the law 
(i. e., to physicians and dealers); 1 but the United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit has decided that the section 
makes unlawful the possession of the drugs named in the law by 
any person, whether a dealer or not, unless the person comes within 
one of the exceptions named in the law. 

The pertinent part of the opinion is published in this issue of the 
Public Health Keports, page 1335. 



THE DIVISION OF DOMESTIC QUARANTINE. 

BUREAU OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE. 

By W. C. Euckee, Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public HeMth Service. 

The duties of the Domestic Quarantine Division are performed 
broadly under the authority of section 3 of the act approved Feb- 
ruary 15, 1893, and consist in the prevention of the interstate spread 
of disease. This is in contradistinction to the prevention of the intro- 
duction- of disease from foreign countries, which devolves upon the 
Division of Foreign and Insular Quarantine. From time to time, 

iPnblic Health Reports Dec. 17, 1915, p. 3715; Jan. 21, 1916, pp. 141, 143; Apr. 28, 1916, p. 1091. See 
also Public Health Reports Dec. 10, 1915, p. 3631. 
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